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veloped cases of rabies die, it is plainly evident that the choice of 
taking antirabic treatment is choosing the lesser of two evils. 

From cases reported it seems probable that alcoholism, syphilis, 
and neurasthenia are factors favorable for the development of 
these paralytic phenomena; exposure to cold, either by cold bath 
or by weather conditions, and fatigue are also predisposing causes. 

In reporting these casss the object has been twofold: To record 
cases of scientific interest, and to bring to the attention of physicians 
and people generally the fact that it is far safer to prevent the 
exposure of man to possible infection of rabies than to rely on anti- 
rabic treatment to prevent the development of the disease after 
exposure. Though the treatment is usually without ill effects, all 
patients should know of the possible occurrence of complications, 
so that they can determine for themselve whether or not they, 
desire to receive the treatment. It is the duty of physicians or 
officials to give this information to prospective patients. 



PLAGUE-PREVENTION WORK. 

CALIFORNIA. 

The following report of plague-prevention work in California for 
the week ended July 10, 1915, was received from Passed Asst. Surg. 
Hurley, of the United States Public Health Service, in temporary 
charge of the work: 



San Francisco, Cal. 



RAT PROOFING. 

New buildings: 

Inspections of work under construction. 166 
Basements concreted (square feet, 7,090). 24 
Floors concreted (square feet, 2,236) — 4 

Yards, passageways, etc. (square feet, 

2,782) 15 

Total area of concrete laid . .square feet . . 12, 108 
Class A, B, and C (fireproof) buildings: 

Inspections made 183 

Hoof and basement ventilators, etc., 

screened 5, 105 

Wire screening used square feet.. 2-1,260 

Openings around pipes, etc., closed with 

cement 8, 248 

Sidewalk lens lights replaced 000 

Old buildings: 

Inspections made 375 

Wooden floors removed 17 

Yards and passageways, planking re- 
moved 2 

Cubic feet now foundation walls installed 3, 175 
Concrete floors installed (square feet, 

72,621) 38 

Basements concreted (square feet, 10,625) 21 
Yards and passageways, etc., screened 
(squarefeet, 4,557) 17 



rat proofing — continued. 



Old buildings— Continued. 

Total area concrete laid . . .square feet . . 87, 801 
Floors rat proofed with wire cloth 

(sq 1 1 ar e feet, 820) 2 

Buildings razed 2 

New garbage cans stamped approved 725 

Nuisances abated 73 

operations on the water front. 

Vessels inspected for rat guards times. . 27 

Reinspections made on vessels 19 

New rat guards procured 5 

Defective rat guards repaired 9 

Rats trapped on wharves and water front. . 30 

Bats trapped on vessels 12 

Traps set on wharves and water front 179 

Traps set on vessels. 5S 

Vessels trapped on 11 

Poisons placed on water front pieces. . 3, 600 

Bait used on water front and vessels, ba- 
con pounds.. 6 

Amount of bread used in poisoning water 

front loaves. . 12 

Pounds of poison used on water front 
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KATS COLLECTED AND EXAMINED FOB PLAGUE. 

Collected 270 

Examine! 225 

Found infected 



BATS IDENTIFIED. 

Mus norvegicus 132 

Mus rattus f8 

Mus alexandrinus 43 

Mus museulus 43 



Squirrels collected and examined for plague. 

Contra Costa County 490 

Alameda County 332 

Monterey County 149 

San Benito Coun ty 201 

Stanislaus County 15 

Total collected 1,253 

Examined 1, 227 

Found infected 2 



Ranches inspected and hunted over. 



Contra Costa Coun ty 36 

Alameda County 51 

Monterey County 16 

San Benito County 25 

Stanislaus County 2 

Total 130 



Plague-infected squirrels. 

Contra Costa County: 

Shot June 25, 1915 — Thornton ranch, 4 miles southeast of San Pablo (Peoples Water Co.). 
San Benito County: 

Shot June 23, 1915— M. Sally ranch, 4 miles southwest of Hollister (San Justo rancho). . . . 



Record of plague infection. 



Places in California. 



Date of last 

case of human 

plague. 



Date of last 
case of rat 

plague. 



Date of last 

case of squirrel 

plague. 



Total number ro- 
dents found in- 
fected since May 
1907. ' 



Cities: 

San Francisco 

Oakland 

Berkeley 

Los Angeles 

Counties: 

Alameda (exclusive of Oakland 
and Berkeley). 

Contra Costa 

Fresno 

Merced 

Monterey 

San Benito 

San Joaquin 

San Luis Obispo 

Santa Clara 

Santa Cruz 

Stanislaus 



Jan. 30,1908 

Aug. 9, 1911 

Aug. 28,1907 

Aug. 11,1908 

•Sept. 24, 1909 
May 17,1914 

(') 

(') 

(') 
June 4, 1913 
Sept. 18, 1911 

(') 
Aug. 31,1910 

(') 

« 



Oct. 23,1908 

Dec. 1, 1908 

(') 

(') 



fOct. 



0) 

(') 

Aug. 21,1908 



17,1909 
( 2 ) 


JAug. 


7,1914 


(') 


June 


25, 1915 


(') 


Oct. 


27, 1911 


(') 


July 


12, 1911 


(■) 


Apr. 


10,1914 


(') 


June 


23,1915 


« 


Aug. 


26, 1911 


W 


Jan. 


29, 1910 


(>) 


July 


23, 1913 


(') 


May 


17, 1910 


« 


June 


2,1911 



398 rats. 
126 rats. 
None. 
1 squirrel. 

1280 squirrels. 
\l wood rat. 

1,571 squirrels. 

1 squirrel. 

5 squirrels. 

squirrels. 
42 squirrels. 
18 squirrels. 

1 squirrel. 
25 squirrels. 
3 squirrels. 
13 squirrels. 



1 None. 



s Wood rat. 



The work is being carried on in the following named counties: Alameda, Contra 
Costa, San Francisco, Stanislaus, San Benito, and Monterey. 
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LOUISIANA-NEW ORLEANS-PLAGUE ERADICATION. 

The following report of plague-eradication work at New Orleans 
for the week ended July 17, 1915, was received from Passed Asst. 
Surg. Simpson, of the United States Public Health Service, in tem- 
porary charge of the work: 



OUTGOING QUARANTINE. 

Vessels fumigated with sulphur 6 

Vessels fumigated with carbon monoxide . . 9 

Vessels fumigated with hydrocyanic gas . . . 1 

Pounds of sulphur used 2, 612 

Pounds of coke consumed in carbon-mon- 
oxide fumigation 14, 700 

Pounds of potassium cyanide used in hy- 
drocyanic-gas fumigation 102 

Pounds of sodium carbonate used in hydro- 
cyanic-gas fumigation 120 

Pounds of sulphuric acid used in hydrocy- 
anic-gas fumigation 104 

Clean bills of health issued 33 

Foul bills of health issued 8 

FIELD OPERATIONS. 

Rats trapped 4,910 

Number of premises inspected 10,099 

Notices served 1,616 



BUILDINGS EAT PROOFED. 



By elevation 

By marginal concrete wall. 



155 
164 



buildings rat proofed— continued. 



By concrete floor and wall 

By minor repairs 

Square yards of concrete laid 

Total buildings rat proofed 

Total buildings rat proofed to date.. 

Number of abatements 

Number of abatements to date 



laboratory operations. 

Rodents received by species: 

Mus norvegicus 

Mus rattus 

Mus alexandrinus 

Mus musculus 

Wood rats 

Musk rats 

Putrid (included in enumeration of spe- 
cies) 

Total rodents received at laborat ory . . 

Rodents examined 

Number of suspicious rats 

Plague rats confirmed 



194 
272 
23,358 
- 785 
44,938 
384 
26, 103 



1,482 

88 

3,211 

52 

38 



4,947 
1,875 







Rodent case. 




Case 
No. 


Address. 


Captured. 


Diagnosis 
confirmed. 


Treatment of premises. 


245 


617 St. Mary Street.... 


July 7,1915 


July 14,1915 


Intensive trapping. Premises vacated. 
Demolition and rat proofing initiated. 



Last case of human plague, Oct. 4, 1914. 
Last case of rodent plague, July 14, 1915. 
Total number of rodents captured to July 

17 391,124 

Total number of rodents examined to July 

17 .' 269,357 



Total cases of rodent plague to July 17, by 
species: 

Mus musculus 4 

Mus rattus 16 

Mus norvegicus 217 

Mus alexandrinus 8 

Total rodent cases to July 17, 1915 245 



WASHINGTON— SEATTLE— PLAGUE ERADICATION. 

The following reports of plague-eradication work at Seattle have 
been received from Surg. Lloyd, of the United States Public Health 
Service, in charge of the work: 



WEEK ENDED JULY 3, 1915. 



RAT PROOFING. 



New buildings inspected 40 

Basements concreted, new buildings (square 

feet, 25,118) 24 

Floors concreted, new buildings (square 

feet, 6,275) 5 

Yards, etc., concreted, new structures 

(square feet, 2,945) 13 



eat proofing — continued. 

Total concrete laid, new structures, squ; 

feet 

New buildings elevated 

New premises rat proofed, concrete — 

Old buildings inspected 

Buildings razed 



34,333 
3 

24 
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LABORATORY AND RODENT OPERATIONS. 

Dead rodents received 9 

Rodents trapped and killed 336 

Rodents recovered after fumigation 

Total 315 

Rodents examined for plague infection 250 

Rodents proven plague infected 

Poison distributed pounds. . 19 

Bodies examined for plague infection 1 

Bodies found plague infected 

CLASSIFICATION OF RODENTS. 

Musrattus 12 

Mus alexar.drinus 37 

Mus norvegicus 228 

Mus musculus 68 

WATER FRONT. 

Vessels inspected and histories recorded ... 6 

New rat guards installed 5 

Port sanitary statements issued 39 

The usual day and night patrol was maintained 
to enforce rat guarding and fending. 



RODENTS EXAMINED IN EVERETT. 

Mus norvegicus trapped 30 

Mus norvegicus found dead 2 

Mus musculus trapped. 3 

Total 35 

Rodents examined for plague infection 27 

Rodents proven plague infected 

KAT-PROOFING OPERATIONS IN EVERETT. 

New buildings inspected 3 

New buildings concrete foundations 2 

New buildings elevated, 18 inches 1 

New buildings basements concreted 

(square feet, 560) 1 

Total concrete laid, new buildings, square 

feet 5C0 



WEEK ENDED JULY 10, 1915. 



19 



4 

',280 



RAT PROOFING. 

New buildings inspected 18 

New buildings reinspected 16 

Basements concreted, new buildings (18,721 

square feet) 

Floors concreted, new buildings (6,101 

square feet) 

Yards, otc, concreted, now structures (760 

square feet) 

Sidewalks concreted square feet. . 

Total concreto laid, new structures, squaro 

feet 32, 860 

New buildings elevated 3 

New premises rat proofed, concrete 23 

Old buildings inspocted 4 

Floors concreted, old buildings (3,250 square 

feet) -2 

Wooden floors removed, old buildings 2 

Buildings razed 2 

LABORATORY AND RODENT OPERATIONS. 

Dead rodents received 8 

Rodents trapped and killed 340 



Tota-. 



34S 



Rodents examined for plague in'er-tion. 

Rodents proven plaguo infected 

Poison distributed, pounds 

Bodies examined for plaguo infection . . . 
Bodies found plague infected 



CLASSIFICATION OF RODENTS. 



Mus rattus 

Mus alexandrinus . 

Mus norvegicus 

Mus musculus 



2C9 



15 







32 
250 
59 



WATER FRONT. 

Vessels inspected and histories recordo i .... 

New rat guards instiled 

Defective rat guards repairel 

Port sanitary statements issued 

The usual day and night patrol was main- 
tained to enforce rat guarding and fending. 

MISCELLANEOUS WORK!. 

Rat-proofing notices sent to contractors 

RODENTS EXAMINED IN EVERETT. 

Mus norvegicus trapped 

Mus norvogicus found dead 

Mus musculus trapped 

Total 

Rodents examined for plague infection 

Rodents proven plague infoctod 

RAT-PROOFING OPERATIONS IN EVERETT. 

New buildings inspected 

New buildings, concreto foundations 

New buildings elevated IS inches 

New buildings basements concreted (588 

squaro feet) 

New buildings yards concreted (348 square 

feet) 

Total concreto laid, new buildings, 
square feot 



9 
3 

55 



40 
1 
4 



37 
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HA WAn— PLAGUE-PREVENTION WORK. 

The following reports of plague-prevention work in Hawaii were 

received from Surg. Trotter, of the United States Public Health 

Service: 

Honolulu. 



WEEK ENDED JULY 3, 1915. 



Total rats and mongoose taken 331 

Rats trapped 320 

Mongoose trapped 14 

Examined microscopically 277 

Showing plague infection 

Classification of rats trapped: 

Mus alexandrinus 152 

Mus musculus 97 

Mus norvegicus 57 

Musrattus ■. 14 



Average number of traps set daily 984 

Cost per rat destroyed cents. . 24§ 

Last case rat plague, Aiea, 9 miles from Honolulu, 

Apr. 12, 1910. 
Last case human plague, Honolulu, July 12, 1910. 
Last case rat plague, Kalopa stable, Paauhau, 

Hawaii, Aug. 29, 1914. 
Last case human plague, Paauhau Landing, Hawaii, 

June 29, 1915. 



Hilo. 



WEEK ENDED JUNE 19, 1915. 



Rats and mongoose taken 3,099 

Rats trapped 3, 0B1 

Mongoose taken 38 

Rats and mongoose examined macroscopically 3, 099 
Rats and mongoose plague infected 



Classification of rats trapped and found dead: 

Mus norvegicus 673 

Mus alexandrinus .*. — 426 

Mus rattus 900 

Mus musculus 1,062 



WEEK ENDED JUNE 26, 1915. 



Rats and mongoose taken 2, 858 

Rats trapped 2, 817 

Rats found dead 2 

Mongoose taken 39 

Rats and mongoose examined macroscopically 2, 858 

Rats and mongoose plague infected 

Classification of rats trapped and found dead: 

Mus norvegicus 617 

Mus alexandrinus 377 



Classification of rats trapped andf ound dead- 
Continued. 

Musrattus 806 

Mus musculus 1, 019 

Last case of rat plague, Paauhua Sugar Company, 
Aug. 29, 1914. 

Last case of human plague, Paauhau Sugar Com- 
pany, Aug. 16, 1914. 



